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The CLUE 
 
Calendar of Events 

Our next regular CLUA meeting will be Thursday, May 29, 7 p.m.,  
at the Rising Sun library.   Guest speaker:  Mary Owens, Education and Conservation 
Coordinator,  Maryland Critical Area Commission 
 
May 06, 2008 
 Rezoning Hearing 

 Board of County Commissioners 

 
May 13, 2008 
 Public Meeting Constant Yield Tax Rate 

 Public Meeting on FY2009 County Budget 

 Public Meeting on FY2009 County Budget 

 
May 20, 2008 
Board of County Commissioners 

 

May 21, 2008 

CitizenÕs Oversight Committee Meeting, Comprehensive Plan  

6:30 PM Cecil College 

 

 
News Updates 
 
Code Home Rule 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed in some way to our Òfinal pushÓ for getting 
Code Home Rule for Cecil County on the November ballot.  It appears to have 
worked!  In a preliminary vote on April 29, four of the commissioners (the number 
needed) voted to put a Code referendum on the ballot.  The deadline for final 
action is in early August.  The commissioners still plan to hold public hearings 
and vote on an official resolution.   So it is not too late to write to the 
commissioners or the Whig, or to give public comment.  See  
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http://cecillanduse.org/resources/MD_gov_options.pdf for information on county 
government options in Maryland and last monthÕs newsletter for some talking 
points.   The CLUA policy position on the form of county government is stated in 
http://cecillanduse.org/clua/CLUA_Policies.pdf (see middle of page 3). 
 
General Assembly Actions 
 
ItÕs certainly not news that the Maryland General Assembly passed the Special 
Taxing District legislation requested by our county commissioners.  The Whig 
covered this story quite thoroughly, and sometimes even accurately.  It will be 
interesting to see how often a taxing district authorization is actually used in Cecil 
County over the next few years.   Although the legislation was intended to 
encourage growth in the countyÕs growth corridor Ñ  a good thing in principle Ñ  a 
number of CLUA members thought the whole idea deserved  public hearings and 
possibly revision.  Some of our commissioners have voiced concerns about the 
Òunintended consequencesÓ of other kinds of growth controls, and some of us 
wish that those same concerns had been applied to special taxing districts.   
WeÕre not sure the whole thing was well thought out.   WeÕll see. 
 
CLUA took no position on the taxing district authorization, but two pieces of 
legislation that we supported did pass: 
 

• The General Assembly strengthened the 24-year-old Critical Area Law, 
which attempts to protect Maryland waterways from the damage done by 
overdevelopment at the waterÕs edge.  The ÒCritical AreaÓ is considered to 
be any land within 1000 feet of the tidal shoreline, and development is 
restricted by the law in that area.  However, enforcement has been lax 
throughout the state and violations are rampant.  Hopefully the new 
changes will put some teeth in this much-needed law.  We will hear more 
about this at our May 29 meeting. 
 
• The General Assembly also supported the 2010 Chesapeake Bay 2010 
Trust Fund (which was established at last NovemberÕs special session), 
funding it at half the originally proposed level of $50 million.  Considering the 
budget pressures, this should probably be regarded as an environmental 
victory.   The fundÕs allocations will be used to reduce nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and sediment loads from the Bay originating in what are called non-point 
sources.  For example, it will provide funds for winter cover crops on farms, 
and stream buffers.   Meanwhile, the federal farm bill working its way 
through Congress may provide additional funds for the same kinds of 
projects. 

 
Elk Point Marina Development 
 
As described in the last newsletter, the developers of the Elk Point Marina 
property are planning to request a Critical Area Ògrowth allocationÓ to change 
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about 2/3 of the property from a Resource Conservation Area to a Limited 
Development Area.  The change would allow them to build eleven single-family 
homes and to discharge their sewer system wastewater in a wooded area.  
County Planning and Zoning Director Eric Sennstrom says that the Critical Area 
request will be considered by the Planning Commission at same time as the 
Concept Plat.  Of course, the Concept Plat canÕt possibly work without the Critical 
Area change, so, once again, the implicit assumption is that everything will be 
approved pro forma.  WeÕll have to look at the Planning Commission agendas 
and make sure we are informed and present in force when this development 
comes up for Concept Plat review. 
 
Dues Due 
 
ItÕs time to pay your 2008 CLUA dues, if you havenÕt already done so.   Our dues 
are only $10 per member.  You can make out your check to ÒCecil Land Use 
AllianceÓ and either give it to Wendy Moon at our May meeting or mail it to CLUA, 
P.O. Box 215, Colora, MD 21917.   Thanks! 
 
 
CLUA Committee Work Needs a Boost — From You! 
 
Work within the CLUA committees has lately slowed down, due in large part to 
many committee members having other responsibilities.  Seven of our members 
are on the Comprehensive Plan CitizensÕ Oversight Committee, which is finally in 
full swing with many subcommittee meetings.  Some others are involved with 
political campaigns or environmental groups.   I am continually impressed by the 
amount of good work our members do for the county, in many capacities.   
However, I am  often contacted by people concerned about some new land-use 
issue in the county, and the truth is, right now we donÕt have enough Òboots on 
the groundÓ to cover all that we should.   (For example, we have lost track of the 
Frenchtown Road development, now in the Town of ElktonÕs approval process, 
and we have no one covering mineral extraction district issues.)   All of our 
standing committees Ñ  Research, Policy, Outreach, Finance, and Political Ñ  
can use new members.  We are still looking for a new chair for the Political 
Committee (Paul Hughes has offered to chair that committee if someone will take 
over Finance).  Please contact me if you have questions about what the 
committees do, or if youÕre interested in joining one.  The committees are where 
the real work of CLUA gets done. 
 

Ñ  George Kaplan, CLUA president 
 
MPT Program features Conowingo 
 
Among the many programs shown as part of Maryland Public TelevisionÕs 
ÒChesapeake Bay WeekÓ (April 20-27) was ÒBlind Spots: Threats to the 
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Chesapeake,Ó which featured the Conowingo and two lesser dams on the lower 
Susquehanna. 
 
Besides holding back water, reservoirs built above each dam help trap sediment, 
nutrients, and other pollutants from the surrounding watershed that have been 
accumulating for decades.  The Conowingo dam has come close to overflowing 
three times in its 80-year history, the most recent in January 1996.  The worst 
incident was in 1972, during Hurricane Agnes, when the dam was in danger not 
just of overflowing but of bursting, threatening the valley and residential area 
immediately downstream.  
 
The pollutant-laden buildup has reached such a level that a recent U.S. 
Geological Survey study estimates there may be as little as 20 years left before it 
reaches the height of the dams.  At that point they will no longer be able to 
contain the nutrient and sediment load and a massive amount of contaminants 
will seep into the bay, its tributaries, and eventually our water supply. 
 
If youÕre expecting this to end on an upbeat note, sorry, there doesnÕt seem to be 
one.  Just one more reason for restricting development around the bay and for 
strengthening and enforcing current laws, rules, and regulations. 
 

- Mike Burns, CLUA Member 
 

P.S.  CLUA is a signatory to a letter from the Lower Susquehanna RIVERKEEPER ¨  to 
the elected officials of the Chesapeake Bay watershed, dated November 20, 2007, 
requesting funding for two USGS studies of the sediment deposits behind Conowingo 
Dam: one to determine the current amount and location of the sediments and the other 
to determine the upstream sources of the sediments. The letter states that ÒSediment 
behind Conowingo Dam and the loss of its sediment retaining capacity represent 
imminent and substantial threats to the Chesapeake Bay.Ó The full text of the letter is at 
http://www.lowersusquehannariverkeeper.org/publications/ConSed_SignOnLtr.pdf . 

 

 

Sierra Club Getting Organized in this Area 

In an effort to establish an active presence in the bay area, the Sierra ClubÕs 
Eastern Shore group hosted a picnic Sunday afternoon (5/4) at North East Town 
Park.  Current and prospective Sierra Club members attended.  Unfortunately, 
because this newsletter is a few days late, the invitation to CLUA members did 
not make it in time. 

If you are interested in the Sierra Club, contact Mike Burns at 410-392-4483 or 
mburns@atlanticbb.net, or see http://maryland.sierraclub.org/es/ for more info.  
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Stop Washing that Car! 
(Fortunately there’s an easier, eco-friendly alternative.) 

 
Whether your water comes from a well or a Òcity waterÓ system, detergents used 
for car washing end up in our streams and, from there, the nearest river, bay, or 
ocean.  Storm sewers do NOT flow to wastewater treatment plants, they flow 
directly into local waterways. And if you rely on well water, itÕs pretty obvious 
those soap suds are going to work their way down through the earth beneath you 
into that very same groundwater thatÕs feeding your well.   
 
Fortunately, there is an environmentally harmless alternative.  An automobile 
Òdust brush,Ó available for about $10 at any store that sells auto parts, is an 
effective, quick, and easy way to keep your car shiny and clean.  And unlike 
detergent washing, itÕs harmless to your car.  
 
Granted, there are times when youÕll want to give your car a proper bath.  Most 
automated car washes filter and recycle their water instead of feeding it into the 
storm drain, and states have started regulating wastewater disposal from such 
facilities. However, they still use harmful detergents and other chemicals, and 
that stuff has to end up somewhere, so itÕs best to keep these visits to a 
minimum.   
 
Also, despite their good intentions, itÕs best to avoid ÒcharityÓ car washes as itÕs 
almost certain theyÕre using local storm drains for their runoff.  You may want to 
politely point this out to teens and others contemplating neighborhood car 
washes. 

 
Regardless of where your water comes from, consider the impact youÕre having 
while using any product outside on your car, lawn, or home exterior. 
 

- Mike Burns, CLUA Member 
 
 
Fighting Global Warming Block by Block 
Across U.S., Communities Rethink How They Operate and Grow 

 
By Juliet Eilperin 
Washington Post Staff Writer  
Sunday, May 4, 2008; Page A03  

SEATTLE -- King County Executive Ron Sims has a simple test for every new 
public works project, building plan or government land purchase: Will it increase 
the region's total greenhouse-gas emissions, or reduce them?  
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"We are totally committed to reducing emissions, but it requires rethinking the 
way we do our activities," Sims explained. "People are saying, 'But we've always 
done it this way.' We're saying, 'That way doesn't work in an age of global 
warming.' "  

Officials in King County and other places are rethinking the way their 
communities grow and operate, all with an eye toward reducing their overall 
carbon footprint. After decades of policies that encouraged people to move out to 
the suburbs in pursuit of larger homes and bigger back yards, some 
policymakers are now pushing aggressively to increase urban density and 
discourage the use of private cars.  

In Massachusetts, the state demands that developers calculate and disclose the 
climate impact of their projects. In California, Attorney General Edmund G. 
"Jerry" Brown Jr. has sued communities and power companies for failing to offset 
the greenhouse gases generated by their expansion plans. And Washington, 
D.C., officials are installing a new trolley line and bike rental kiosks in an effort to 
cut back on car trips within the city.  

Even though national politicians are beginning to eye a federal carbon cap more 
seriously, the flurry of activity in state and local jurisdictions highlights a little-
noticed reality: Most of the measures to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions will 
be enacted outside the nation's capital.  

"The vehicle for delivery, in terms of achieving greenhouse-gas reductions, is 
often going to be the states," said Ian A. Bowles, Massachusetts secretary of 
energy and environmental affairs. "It's going to happen through things like 
building codes, utilities and zoning."  

But not without occasional resistance. Brown has sued entities as varied as San 
Bernardino County and petroleum giant ConocoPhillips to hold them accountable 
for the impact of their growth on the state's greenhouse-gas releases. He 
reached settlements with both last year: San Bernardino officials agreed to 
estimate the county's 1990 and current emissions levels, analyze how its land-
use decisions will affect its emissions by 2020, and develop a plan to cut 
emissions stemming from its land-use policies and government operations. 
ConocoPhillips agreed to pay the state $10 million to offset the climate impact of 
expanding its oil refinery in Rodeo, Calif.  

Brown, however, acknowledges that government alone cannot change where 
Americans decide to live and work. "It really takes a sea change in attitude, a 
shift in how the urban and suburban are perceived," he said in an interview. "It's 
not something that government can just mandate without a change in how the 
public views it. You can't just order it into being."  
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Some public officials are relying more on incentives than penalties to reduce 
sprawl. Bowles, who noted that Massachusetts has 351 cities and towns that 
each set their own zoning laws, said state officials are hoping that requiring 
developers to disclose their emissions will encourage them to build more efficient 
projects.  

"It's a lighter touch," he said, adding that officials can drag out the permitting 
process if they decide a developer is not cooperating. "At its core, it's an analytic 
requirement that says, 'Find ways to reduce your emissions.' "  

Harriet Tregoning, director of the D.C. Office of Planning, said Washington is 
operating on "a pleasure principle," meaning that steps taken to reduce 
emissions should also make the city more attractive to tourists and full-time 
residents.  

"We're not doing it solely for greenhouse-gas benefits. Our goal is to be a 
globally competitive city," Tregoning said. "If a low-carbon lifestyle is a lifestyle of 
deprivation and denial, we're going to have a hard time."  

Several environmental and planning experts warned that unless cities and 
counties take active steps to limit sprawl now, the United States will find it nearly 
impossible to make deep cuts in greenhouse-gas emissions in the decades to 
come. Sims, who testified before the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee in November, noted that because people are commuting greater 
distances each year, the increase in carbon-dioxide emissions from 
transportation by 2030 will far outpace any gains the country makes in fuel 
efficiency.  

Compact development, by contrast, could reduce metropolitan carbon-dioxide 
emissions by roughly 20 percent, said Reid Ewing at the University of Maryland's 
National Center for Smart Growth.  

The goal of land-use planners is not to cut emissions right way, recognizing that 
it will take decades for that to happen, but to ensure that development doesn't 
drive up a region's greenhouse-gas output.  

"Once you've sprawled, it's really hard to overlay more efficient transportation 
systems," said Judi Greenwald, director of innovative solutions at the Pew Center 
on Global Climate Change. "Everybody realizes that this is a big piece of this, but 
everybody realizes this is really hard."  

Even as some states in the Northeast and West are working aggressively to curb 
their greenhouse-gas emissions, the proliferation of exurbs in the Southeast is 
exacerbating the problem. Six Southeastern states -- Alabama, Georgia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia -- would rank as the world's 
seventh-biggest emitter if they were a single country.  
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"This region is a major part of the problem," said Oliver A. "Trip" Pollard, land and 
community program leader at the Southern Environmental Law Center. "So far, 
we are not a major part of the policy solution."  

As the Southeast continues to grow -- North Carolina, with a population of 8 
million, is projected to add another 4 million residents in the next 20 to 25 years -- 
people are spreading out rather than concentrating in cities, which translates into 
longer commutes.  

Ewing has calculated that residents of Atlanta and Raleigh drive more than 30 
miles a day per person, while Boston and Portland, Ore., residents drive less 
than 24 miles a day in their more compact cities. More compact development 
could cut the U.S. transportation sector's greenhouse-gas emissions by 7 to 10 
percent, Ewing and his co-authors write in their new book, "Growing Cooler."  

North Carolina, which has a climate change commission, has opened a light-rail 
line in Charlotte that has attracted more than 30 percent more riders than 
planners had expected. The state is planning to spend another $2 billion on 
public transit, though that figure still pales in comparison to the amount it intends 
to spend on highways.  

Most other Southeastern states are accelerating their carbon emissions by 
expanding roads and curtailing public transit projects. Officials are planning to 
expand a highway in northwest Atlanta to 23 lanes, even as they missed a 
deadline to install new commuter rail lines.  

In the Seattle area, by contrast, voters defeated a ballot initiative in November, 
even though it included money for light rail, because it also provided money for 
highway projects. Sims, who lobbied against the measure, said it was impossible 
to reconcile the initiative with the region's climate goals.  

"If you look at it, it would increase emissions," he said. "Why would we make an 
investment that would actually increase emissions?"  

A Matter of Degrees 

As the evidence of global warming has mounted, many international 
policymakers and members of Congress have focused on the goal of preventing 
worldwide temperatures from rising more than 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, which 
would require a global cut in greenhouse gases of at least 80 percent by 2050.  

Living in denser communities that put people close to their places of work would 
have a significant effect on emissions. The primary source of greenhouse gases 
is carbon dioxide, and every gallon of gas burned produces about 20 pounds of 
CO2.  
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Living in multiunit residences, rather than detached homes, also conserves 
energy. Multiunit residences result in 30 to 60 percent less greenhouse gas than 
isolated houses, according to the Energy Department, because they use less 
energy for heating and cooling.  

 

 
 
Let us hear from you! 

The CLUE belongs to you.  WeÕd like to know what you have to say.  What are 
your concerns and interests regarding Cecil Land Use?  Tell us about your pet 
peeves, your ideas for improvement, people youÕd like to praise, process 
suggestions, new problems identified, new opportunities arisen, or new 
challenges to face. Speak up, and share with us. Write to the editor at 
milheritage@aol.com.  

The Cecil Land Use Alliance newsletter is published periodically under the auspices of the Board of 
Directors.  It is provided to all members, directors and available to the public at large.  Suggestions and 
articles are welcome.  They should be submitted to the Editor by e-mail to Milheritage@aol.com, or by mail 
to P.O. Box 215, Colora MD 21917.  We encourage our readers to visit our website at http://cecillanduse.org 
 
President,  George Kaplan 
Vice President and Editor, Kennard R. Wiggins Jr.  
Secretary, Rupert Rossetti 
Treasurer, Wendy Moon 

 
 


